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Pentair Director announced
Pentair, Inc. named Jerry W. Burris,

President of Barnes Industrial, to a seat
on its Board of Directors, to succeed Ri-
chard J. Cathcart, who retired in Septem-
ber. He will stand for election at Pentair’s
annual shareholders’ meeting in May
2008. Burris was formerly President and
CEO of Advanced Materials Quartz and
Ceramics at General Electric Company,
where he served for 20 years.

NSF managers named
NSF International announced three

key management appointments that will
expand the organization’s presence in
new international markets. Tarik
Bellahcene, as Managing Director of
NSF’s Operations in Europe, the Middle
East and Africa (EMEA), will be respon-
sible for developing and implementing
short- and long-term
strategies to increase
growth of NSF’s opera-
tions and expand the
recognition and accep-
tance of its services in
the region. He holds a
degree in civil engi-
neering, hydraulics
from the University of
Science and Technol-
ogy in Algeria and a
Master’s in applied sci-
ence from the Univer-
sity of Liège, Belgium. 
He is fluent in French,
English and Arabic,
with a basic level of
Spanish. Heather Taylor, appointed In-
ternational Marketing Manager, will be
in charge of managing, developing and
implementing international marketing
and communication
programs to create and
facilitate sales for all of
NSF’s programs. She
joined the organization
in September 2003 and
most recently served as
Sales and Marketing
Manager at the Brus-
sels office. Taylor holds
a Bachelor’s Degree from Swansea Uni-
versity, UK and is fluent in English,
French and German. Ellen Go Yanko was
promoted to Sales and Business Devel-
opment Manager for the EMEA region,
responsible for managing the sales force
by implementing new strategies,
strengthening support and reinforcing

customer services in the region. She has
worked at NSF for 11 years, serving most
recently as Office Manager, European
Hygienic Engineering and Design Group
(EHEDG) Secretariat, NSF Brussels.
Yanko earned a Bachelor’s Degree in
communications at the University of the
Philippines and is fluent in English,
French, Dutch and Pilipino.

Watts VP named
Watts Water Quality & Conditioning

Products appointed 18-
year industry veteran
Michael Perkinson Vice
President of Sales and
Marketing effective Oc-
tober 1, responsible for
managing the Watts
Authorized Dealer Pro-
gram and directing
overall sales and marketing efforts. Pre-
viously, he served with Ecowater Sys-
tems, most recently as Vice President of
Sales and Marketing.

Crooks appointed at Antunes
A.J. Antunes & Co. named Rick

Crooks Antunes Filtration Technologies
(AFT) Technical Support Team Member.
He assumes technical
service and laboratory
testing responsibilities
for AFR Division. Pre-
viously, Crooks served
with Everpure as Se-
nior Research Engineer
for 10 years and Man-
ager of Technical Ser-
vices for an additional 13 years, before
spearheading responsibilities for the
ultrafiltration product line for Aquest/
Aquacore. He holds a Bachelor of Science
Degree in environmental sciences from
the University of Wisconsin, Green Bay.

Harmon named Tri Palm
Director

Richard Harmon has been named
Director of Business Development for Tri
Palm International. In this role, he will
be actively involved in the development
of new product strategies to meet the
changing needs of the marketplace and
with the sales launches of new products
and the development of new sales chan-
nels for OASIS bottled water coolers and
POU water coolers. Harmon has over 40
years experience selling water coolers
and developing new distribution chan-
nels in the US and internationally. The

investment funds managed by Patriarch
Partners, LLC, owners of Tri Palm Inter-
national, are committed to the future of
Tri Palm and fully support its strategy to
rebuild market share under the OASIS
brand by providing quality products and
solutions and building strong, long-last-
ing relationships with customers.

WaterLogic management
team increased

The Waterlogic Management team
has been strengthened with the addition
Deborah Clark, a dedi-
cated International Ac-
counts Manager; Rikki
Dinsmore, Director of
Operations and Chris
Garner, Director of
Marketing. Clark has
extensive, related in-
dustry experience and
the sales acumen nec-
essary to provide a
point of contact for
Waterlogic’s interna-
tional distribution net-
work, sales force and
clients, with a view to
addressing any issues
regarding orders, sales,
deliveries, training and
development of the
business. Dinsmore
holds an MBA from
Cranfield School of
Management (UK) and
has a varied back-
ground in third-party
logistics and will be re-
sponsible for the op-
erational aspects of
logistics, supply chain
and customer service. Garner brings to
Waterlogic nearly 20 years of sales and
marketing experience gained within the
consumer products, electrical goods and
certification industries.

Mills, Meek form
management team

Good Water Warehouse Inc. an-
nounced that Brian Mills, formerly of
Fresh Water Industries, will be joining the
management team in the position of
Branch Manager. Mills will be joined by
George Meek, also formerly of Fresh
Water Industries, as Warehouse Supervi-
sor. They will form the management
nucleus for the new eastern Canada
sales/distribution center.
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Saxman elected IBWA
Chairman

The International
Bottled Water Associa-
tion (IBWA) elected
Chris Saxman to serve
as Chairman of the
Board of Directors for
the upcoming 2007–
2008 term. Saxman rep-
resents IBWA member
Shenandoah Valley Water Company
based in Staunton, Va.  He is a member
of the IBWA Executive Committee and
Board of Directors and served as Trea-
surer in 2006 and Vice Chairman in 2007.

Delta and PHCC members
honored

Delta Faucet Company and the
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling Contractors
National Association (PHCC) named
Larry Lee 2007 Contractor of the Year and
Orlando Zamora 2007 Apprentice of the
Year. Lee, President of Lee Plumbing &
Heating in Thief River, Minn., has over
20 years of continuous membership in the
Minnesota PHCC. He has served as Trea-

surer for the past three years and on the
Board of Directors for four years. Lee re-
ceived a check for $5,000 and a Bacarat
crystal sculpture at the awards ceremony.
Zamoro of CTO, Inc., in Harlingen, Texas,
is in his third year as an apprentice at Rio
Grande Valley Independent Plumbers’
Alliance Apprenticeship program, where
he was the recipient of a perfect atten-
dance award and the highest GPA award.
Zamoro received a $2,000 scholarship, a
check for $500 and a plaque commemo-
rating his hard work and dedication.

Clancy named Lenze-AC
Manager

Lenze-AC Tech appointed Christine
Clancy Customer Service Manager. She
was previously the
Customer Support Man-
ager at Thermo Fisher
Scientific. With more
than 20 years of cus-
tomer service experi-
ence, Clancy is a highly
regarded trainer, sup-
porter and leader in the
industrial customer service field.

Craig Leonard Browark
Springsoft International lost Presi-

dent Craig Leonard Browark in early
November. For over 40 years, Springsoft
International, a multi-million dollar di-
versified manufacturer of high technol-
ogy water treatment equipment, has
delivered quality water treatment
equipment to customers worldwide.

As President of the firm, Browark
continued his father’s vision and ex-
panded it with his own unique style.
Most who knew him describe him as
‘larger than life’ and recall his lively
approach to all outdoor activities. His
dedication to family—his wife Anita,
children Erick and Lauren (deceased)
and grandson Sebastian—was just as
legendary.

Springsoft employees were treated
with the same outsize affection and
dedication. At his death on November
3, Browark was only 57 years old. Fu-
neral services were held in Schaum-
burg, Ill. on November 8; memorials
may be made in Browark’s memory to
the Sebastian Noriega Gift Fund c/o
Itasca Bank & Trust, 308 W. Irving Park
Road, Itasca, Ill. 60143. For additional
information, call (630) 529-5751.
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W C&P sadly reports the loss of
industry veteran F. Stuart ‘Stu’
Mitchell. Born May 29,1931 in

Newmarket, Ontario, Canada, he passed
away October 18, 2007 in Punta Gorda,
Fla. Well-known in the water treatment in-
dustry, his career began in 1964, when
Mitchell joined Lindsay in the Mec-O-
Matic Division. He moved his family to
St. Paul, Minn., when he became
Lindsay’s Marketing Director in 1971. He
was elected Lindsay’s Vice President in
1977 and President the following year.
Retiring from Lindsay/Eco Water in 1987,
he then joined Raytech of Milwaukee, Wis.
In 1991, Mitchell moved to Punta Gorda
to pursue his second love, water recre-
ation. During his retirement, he was a
partner in one of the oldest yacht broker-
ages in southwest Florida.

Mitchell received WQA’s Award of
Merit (1984), was inducted into the WQA
Hall of Fame (1985) and was awarded
Lifetime Membership (2001). He served
as WQA’s President from 1982-1983, on
the Board of Directors from 1982-1991
and as a Past President, became a Water
Quality Research Foundation Director,
holding that honor for several years.
Mitchell also received Lifetime Member-
ship in the Presidents Club for his recruit-
ment activities.

When word of his death was re-
ceived, his peers shared their memories
of great times and old friendships. “Stu
Mitchell made a large impact on the lives
of many people in water conditioning,”

said Bill Mears. “The term charismatic
was invented for Stu. He was smart, te-
nacious, with a great sense of humor, yet
serious when he wanted to be. Stu was a
natural born leader. I will miss him.”

WC&P President Sharon Peterson
said, “Stu never knew a stranger; he al-
ways had a lot of friends. In the ‘70s, at
WQA conventions, Jerry (founder of
WC&P) and I would invite Stu to dinner
and often as many as six or eight addi-
tional people would show up with him.
And yes, as usual, Stu picked up the tab.
He will be missed by many and our love
goes out to his family.”

Gerry Shannon worked with Mitchell
for many years and has a storehouse of
memories. “I met Stu Mitchell on January
2, 1972 and we spent 15-plus years work-
ing together in the water industry. We had
a lot of good times together boating on
the St. Croix River (Minn.) and Stu became
a part of our family. When we were out of
town and something went wrong at our
house or one of our kids had a fender-
bender or my mother-in-law thought she
couldn’t live without a cigarette, they
called Stu and he always took care of
them.” Shannon continued, “We rented a
plane once and flew down to Burnt Store
Marina in Punta Gorda, during the early
construction phases. We both purchased
condos that we still own. We’ve never
spent a winter there without Stu. He was
a great friend and we will all miss him
very much.”

Duane D. ‘Doc’ Nowlin, retired Se-

nior Vice President of R&D at EcoWater
Systems, remembered Mitchell as a tire-
less advocate for the industry. “Most
people remember Stu for his work on the
Board of Directors and as President of
WQA. He served on many committees
and was always quick to volunteer his
time and financial support to solving in-
dustry problems.” Nowlin also reflected
on Mitchell’s philanthropic and athletic
abilities. “Stu and Walt Polens from
Ionics ran the WQA golf tournament for
years, raising tens of thousands of dol-
lars for water-related research projects.
He also championed ticket sales for the
Tapemark Golf Tournament here in the
Twin Cities, which raised several hun-
dred thousand dollars for handicapped
adults. I always enjoyed playing golf
with Stu because he was the only golfer I
knew that played worse than I do.”

Mitchell served in the Canadian
Navy during the Korean War. He is sur-
vived by his wife of 52 years, Patricia;
daughters, Christine (Kevin) Dalton of
Colorado Springs, Colo. and Kelly (Ted)
Kern of Rotonda West, Fla.; sister, Joan
Stewart of Canada; brother, Andrew
Mitchell of Canada; grandchildren, Erica
Dalton, Mitchell Dalton and Chloe Kern;
and great-grandchild, Kyra. Memorial
services will be held at a later date; ar-
rangements are being made in Port Char-
lotte, Fla. Donations in Mitchell’s honor
may be made to the Water Quality Re-
search Foundation, 4151 Naperville
Road, Lisle, IL 60532-1088. �

Farewell to a Friend

Stu with his seven-day-old grandson, Mitchell


