
ACE16 Conference Details

Program and registration: As ACE16 heads to the Windy City, the professional program will 
focus on major water sector issues such as lead service line management, financing water 
infrastructure programs, developing robust asset management programs, addressing water 
loss in distribution systems, responding to harmful algal blooms in surface water, 
implementing potable reuse solutions and much more! The professional program will address 
the changing needs of the global water community with 19 professional tracks, 111 sessions 
and six Sunday workshops. This year the world-class exposition will offer an experience to 
remember, with more than 500 leading-edge exhibitors showcasing top-notch water industry 
products and services to simplify a water professional’s job. View ACE16 exposition 
information and download the ACE16 Official Conference Program.and also review available 
registration options.

2nd Annual ACE Pedal With Purpose: Sunday, June 19: 1st Ride: 9:30 am and 2nd Ride:  
1:30 pm. Bobby’s Bike Hike, 540 N. Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, IL. Join your ACE16 friends 
as we cycle to raise awareness and funds to support Water For People. Choose a morning or 
afternoon check-in time suited to your schedule. Bring your own bicycle or register to rent one 
from Bobby’s Bike Hike. Both rides start at Bobby’s and offer an easy paced route covering 
about 15 miles alongside Chicago’s lakefront. A group leader will pace each group and point 
out landmarks. Cycling enthusiasts of all ability levels are encouraged to participate! Cost to 
ride is $50 for those bringing bicycles or $80–$100 for cyclists renting bicycles, depending on 
the type of cycle. To register or if you have questions, please call (773) 878-0533. This event 
is open to the general public.

The Public Officials Breakfast & Caucus is part of a broader public officials program that 
includes 12 hours of certificate training. ACE16 public officials events include:

• Public Officials Breakfast & Caucus (June 21, 8-11:30 am): Public officials hear from 
local and national speakers and discuss common issues during this popular annual 
event. The breakfast is complimentary for public officials who register.

• Public Officials Certificate Program (June 19-21, 1-5 pm each day, Room W475A): By 
participating in three four-hour courses, public officials registered at ACE16 have an 
opportunity to earn the AWWA Public Officials Certificate. Courses include: Introduction 
to Water and Sewer Operating Environments (June 19); Water and Sewer 
Infrastructure, Operations, and Maintenance (June 20) and Making the Hard Decisions 
(June 21). Renowned water educator and author Frederick Bloetscher, PhD, PE, will 
teach the courses. Public officials may register for all three courses to earn the 
certificate or take individual courses.

Those wishing to register for the Public Officials Breakfast and Caucus and/or the Public 
Officials Certificate Program may register online or on-site at the registration desk at the 
Conference. Only registered ACE16 attendees may participate in the public officials events.

Career Center job fair: AWWA will host its annual Career Center Job Fair on June 21 from 
2:00-5:30 pm Job fair attendees will have the opportunity to:

• Be included in a résumé CD distributed to all exhibiting companies prior to the Job 
Fair;
• Have the opportunity to meet with and learn about potential employers;
• Be able to post résumés and look at jobs on the Career Opportunities board;

http://www.awwa.org/conferences-education/conferences/annual-conference/ace16-exposition.aspx


• Be entered to win a gift sponsored by CDM Smith; and
• Have the opportunity to attend a reception following the event.

While the job fair is free to attend, students can also purchase a student registration to the 
conference, which offers full-access to explore the most pressing water issues, experience 
cutting-edge water industry technology and take part in unmatched opportunities to learn 
more about the water profession. Students wishing to attend ACE16 can register online.

Public officials to talk lead: One of North America’s foremost risk communications experts, 
Dr. Randall Hyer, will gather with public officials overseeing water on June 21 to share 
science-based approaches for communicating about lead in the aftermath the Flint, MI 
incident. His presentation is part of the Public Officials Breakfast & Caucus in Room W470 at 
the McCormick Place Convention Center. The breakfast event begins at 8 am on June 21 and 
is free to public officials registered at the conference.

Dr. Hyer is a physician with more than 25 years of experience in managing high-profile risks, 
emergencies, organizational changes, and emotionally charged crises across diverse 
institutions. He is the Deputy Director at the Center for Risk Communication and co-founder of 
CrisisCommunication.net.  He also serves the country as the Scientific Vice President for risk 
communication at the National Center for Radiation Protection.  Among his many prior 
positions, Dr. Hyer was a US Senate staffer and a Medical Officer at the World Health 
Organization in Geneva, Switzerland. He graduated with Distinction from the US Naval 
Academy, earned his MD from Duke University and his PhD from Oxford University. 

AWWA President Gene Koontz will provide welcoming remarks and discuss the association’s 
support for the complete removal of lead service lines over time. Tommy Holmes, AWWA 
Legislative Director, will provide an update on legislation related to lead and the broader issue 
of water infrastructure renewal. 


